
 
The Petal Education Foundation presented 12 Mini-Grants to Petal School District teachers on 
Monday, August 3, 2015.  Each grant presented was for $1000.00 each.  Thirty-seven proposals were 
submitted for review.  Congratulations to the recipients.   
 

Jessica Burns, Petal Primary, Panther Packs— At home practice of new skills will be made 
more meaningful by utilizing the manipulatives included in the backpacks compiled through 
this project.  Objects such as counters, dry erase sets, magnetic numbers, clock sets, etc., will 
provide a more constructive home to school connection and will offer parents the 
opportunity to act as teacher in the home while using learning resources from the school.  
Manipulatives are important as they are the concrete objects provided in order to transfer 
understanding to the abstract level of thinking. 
 
Emily McAlpin, Petal Elementary, Shop for Learning—The grant will purchase equipment to 
set up a classroom store with items to buy, a cash register, play money, and shelving/storage 
for the items.  Special needs students will learn the responsibility and importance of earning 
money through tasks designed by the instructor, learn the process of shopping and paying for 
items as well as the process of exchanging and counting money.  On Fridays, students will 
count their money to determine what they can afford, and shop/exchange money while 
taking turns being the cashier. 
 
Wyn Mims, Petal Elementary School, The Power of Publishing in eBooks— 
This motivating project will provide students with an opportunity to publish historical and 
personal narratives as well as informational writing professionally after receiving editing via 
Google Doc with a middle school or high school English or history class.  Funds will purchase 
TickaTock Google App, a Canon Office Products LiDE120 Color Scanner and four Samsung 
Chromebooks. 
 
Holly Johnson, Petal Upper Elementary—Gamified Math Classroom—Students in the 5th and 
6th grade will use game systems such as Nintendo, Personal Trainer Math, and Math Play 
games to reinforce fundamental math skills and enrich their learning experience.  The game 
systems will be used to provide a stimulating technological environment in which students 
can work on both remedial skills as well as extend learning for students who need to be 
challenged. 
 
Joyce Holley, Petal Middle School—And Now, the Panther Morning News--  Petal Middle 
School Journalism students will utilize digital video camcorders, clip on microphones, wireless 
microphones, a green screen with lighting kit, and a teleprompter app for an iPAD  to create 
morning PowerPoint presentations to view in the auditorium each morning.  The 
presentations will be used to inform students about upcoming events, give shout outs to 
students and provide some light entertainment.  Journalism students will showcase and 
develop their language skills through researching, interviewing, producing telecasts, writing, 
editing, and publishing their work. 
 



 
Brian Linton, Petal Middle School,  Seeing is Believing--Approximately 650, 7th and 8th grade 
Mississippi Studies and U.S. History students will view museum quality history exhibits as 
they travel to the middle school each nine weeks. The  exhibits will be on loan from Delta 
State University and the Mississippi Department of Archives and History.  A few of the twelve 
listings are as follows:  Emmett Till Traveling Exhibit, Stand Up! “Mississippi Freedom Summer 
of 1964,” Inspiring the Next Generation:  Exceptional Mississippi Women, and Eyes on the 
Prize:  America’s Civil Rights.   The grant covers the cost of rental and shipping. 
 
Alicia Hocutt, Petal Middle School, #iReadiLearn—Grant funds will be used with 
approximately 300, 7th grade students to purchase a Intelliscanner mini, Asset Tags, and sets 
of quality novels to use as choices for independent reading.  In order to create enthusiasm 
and interest, students will use iPADS to create student-created book clubs, book reviews, 
book commercials, and tweets which will be monitored by the project manager through the 
school website. 
 
Cathy Lee, Petal Middle School, Bringing History to Life—The fee for professional historical 
interpreters will be paid for with the grant funds.  History will come to life as students listen 
and watch professional actors portray a historical figure.  Students will then choose a person 
from history and present skits, lead discussions and prepare oral presentations and speeches 
as they  “become” the historical character and attempt to present information in narrative 
form. 
 
Kisa Dees, Petal High School, Learning Through Touch:  Tactile Literature Books—Seven 
students, ages 13-21 whose disabilities include Cerebral Palsy, Visual Impairment, (blindness 
since birth), Down Syndrome, Lowes Syndrome, Symathaiacis and late Infantile Batten 
Disease will benefit from tactile literature sets of Touch & Feel books.  The tactile books 
feature illustrations that can be explored and perceived purely through touch.   
 
Crystal Giles, Petal High School,—An Awesome Aura—In order to become engaged in 
reading and build confidence, the 9th grade Reading Focus/English students will use the 
AURASMA app on IPod minis to create book talks other students can view when trying to 
select a book to read.  These  AURAS can be placed on books all around the school and in the 
classroom, allowing students scoring below 40% on the NWEA, to have a hand in the creation 
of a positive reading culture at PHS. 
 
 Adrian Strickland, Jon Lawless, Stacy Fortenberry, Kaylee Wade, Petal Middle School & 
Petal High School,—Better Together:  Suicide Prevention through Connection—This grant 
proposed to educate school administrators, teachers, parents, students, and community 
members about the signs and symptoms of depression, self-harm, and suicide.  The program 
will focus upon the awareness and prevention of suicide within the PMS and PHS community 
through the implementation of a systematic, evidence-based program called SOS, Signs of 
Suicide. 
 



Judy Stubblefield, SPED,  Looking for those “Special” Children-Evaluating Students Using 
Contempory Measures of Achievement-The Woodcock-Johnson Tests of Achievement IV Kit 
will be purchased with the grant.  This individually administered assessment will benefit 
students who are struggling academically in reading, language, and math by identifying 
strengths and weaknesses determining students with disabilities that may require specialized 
instruction.  
 
 
 


